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be made out of sows* ears. According to their natural intelli-
gence a large number of children of the same age may be
grouped as (1) supernormal, (2) normal, (3) dull and backward,
(4) educationally subnormal, and (5) downright imbecile. The
first of these groups owes least to educational institutions. A
hundred instances might be quoted to prove that genius will out,
school or no school.1 At the other extreme, the imbecile is
uneducable. The educationally subnormal, whose education
may cost many times more than that of the normal child, can be
brought to the point of earning, or partly earning, a livelihood
in an occupation calling for patient industry rather than for
intelligence. The dull and backward present a problem which is
beginning to receive the attention which it deserves. The
dunce is an inconvenient person, but he is an interesting study,
and he may prove a fine opportunity for a teacher who has
faith in the dictum of a famous headmaster, that every boy
can do something, and do it well.
But even if we consider only persons of normal intelligence,
doubts have arisen in some quarters as to the educability of
most of them, and therefore of the worth-whileness of all our
elaborate educational machinery. The famous American Army
Tests, designed for the purpose of selecting and grading men
according to the degree of their intelligence, and applied to
no fewer than 1,700,000 men, seemed to show that 45 per cent
of them were of mental age from 10 to 12 years, 25 per cent of
mental age 13-14 years, 16-5 per cent of mental age 15 years,
only the remaining 13-5 per cent showing that they had more
intelligence than a normal youth of fifteen. The inquiry thus
set going has been continued, and workers with mental tests
have been led to the astonishing conclusion that, so far at least
as their carefuly devised tests can be relied upon, intelligence,
which improves gradually until the llth year, makes no further
1 The reader might amuse himself by making a list of living persons
of eminence who owe nothing to a university, and little or nothing to
any school. But he should be extremely cautious in drawing inferences
from these facts. And there are degrees of supernormality.